
Chapter 71 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2000 Offi-
cial Edition, is hereby amended by inserting the following
section:—

Section 69B. (1)
Whereas, The national motto encourages a student to recognize

all that is worthy of appreciation in the United States of America’s
civil society;  and

Whereas, The national motto expresses confidence in the
future; and

Whereas, The national motto reminds students of the unity that
a common hope fosters in civil society; and

Whereas, These qualities of the national motto inspire and rein-
force a student’s commitment to education.

(2) A school committee of a city or town or a regional district
school committee may allow a principal of a public school
building to place in a public school building one or more suitable
displays of the national motto as codified by the United States
Congress.
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By Mr. Verga of Gloucester, petition of Anthony J. Verga and

others for legislation to allow the posting of the national motto in the
public schools of the Commonwealth. Education.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

AN ACT ALLOWING THE POSTING OF THE NATIONAL MOTTO IN SCHOOLS.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Anthony J. Verga
Richard T. Moore

PETITION OF:

Thomas P. Kennedy



(3) The school council of the school building in which the prin-
cipal proposes to place the display shall determine the display’s
suitability, taking into consideration:

(a) that the size and location of the display, taken together and
separately, do not interfere with the educational goals of the
school;

(b) that the display present the motto in a patriotic setting,
including, for instance, the flag of the United States of America or
the flag of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, a map of the
United States of America, or any other symbol of the United
States of America or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts;

(c) that the display does not include sectarian religious symbols
that could interfere with the educational goals of the school.

(4) A school committee of a city or town or a regional district
school committee shall not spend public funding on a display pro-
vided for under this section, but may, as per section 37A of this
chapter, accept contributions for such display in cash or in-kind
from any donor.
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